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 A soft tropical breeze can feel nice on a 

warm, sunny day. Many people dream of lying 

on a sandy beach and listening to the waves 

crash into the ocean. However, no one dreams 

of the rushing winds of a tornado or the roaring 

waters of a !ood. While we often think about 

gentle rains, what about unending downpours 

and !ooding?

 Today, we enjoy  the  comfort of pleasant weather for many days each year. 

Science tells us, though, that  if  the  world  were to heat up just three degrees 

Celsius, we would face signi"cant problems.  If the earth’s temperatures were to rise 

permanently, it could lead to dangerous weather changes.

 It is important to keep our planet healthy. We must take action to protect 

Earth. A hurricane is a major storm system that forms over the ocean and can 

build strength as it moves across the water. Hurricanes don’t always make 

landfall, but if the Earth’s temperature were to rise, more hurricanes could 

develop.

 Polar ice caps help regulate the Earth's climate. However, if the Earth were to

 become hotter, the ice caps could melt too quickly. This would lead to rising sea 

levels, causing !ooding in coastal areas, rivers, and lakes.
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 While hotter weather might cause some areas to experience heavy rainfall and 

�ooding, other areas could become drier. If the heat disrupts normal weather patterns,

the water cycle could shift. This means some regions might receive less rain, leading 

to droughts, poor growing conditions, and a lack of drinking water.

 Air pollution is another threat linked to rising temperatures. Pollution could �ll 

the air, making it harder to breathe and reducing the quality of life. As temperatures

rise, the air becomes stagnant, and without regular rainfall, air pollution would 

worsen.

 Although these potential changes sound alarming, there is something we 

can do. We can reduce our waste, use less gasoline and coal, and recycle materials 

like plastic, paper, and glass. By working together, we can help maintain a healthy 

and comfortable planet.

Main Idea 

S3

Preview

Become a member to unlock 
unrestricted access to both printable 

and online worksheets.

www.tutoringhour.com



Teaching Resources @ www.tutoringhour.com

b) Hurricanes are the most dangerous type of storm.

c) Pollution causes more harm than climate change.

d) We can live with extreme weather changes.

2) Which of the following supports the idea that rising temperatures could disrupt 

weather patterns?

a) Hurricanes would no longer cause damage to coastal areas.

b) Global temperatures would remain stable.

c) Some areas might experience heavy rainfall and !ooding

d) The ice caps would melt very slowly.

3) Which title best re!ects the main idea of the passage?

a) Why Hurricanes Are Dangerous

c) How We Can Prevent Rising Temperatures

d) The Bene"ts of Tropical Breezes

b) The E#ects of Climate Change on Our Planet

1) What is the main idea of the passage?

a) The impact of rising temperatures could cause various environmental 

problems.

4) Which sentence does not support the main idea of the passage?

a) If the earth’s temperatures were to rise permanently, it could lead to 

dangerous weather changes.
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b) Polar ice caps help regulate the Earth's climate and prevent sea levels 

from rising.

c) Air pollution could worsen because the heat makes the air stagnant.

d) People will continue to enjoy tropical breezes, even if temperatures rise.

5) Which paragraph best supports the main idea of the passage?

a) The !rst paragraph discusses pleasant weather, as well as the issues caused by 

hurricanes and "oods.

b) The second paragraph explains how a three-degree rise in temperature 

could lead to signi!cant problems. 

c) The fourth paragraph describes how polar ice caps help regulate the 

climate.

d) The sixth paragraph addresses the importance of air pollution and how it 

worsens with increasing heat.
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