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The Great Seal of the United States: A Symbol of American Identity

The Great Seal of the United States is a special symbol

that represents the country. It has a rich history and

holds important meanings. The Great Seal is a design

with pictures and words. It is like a stamp that goes on

important documents to show they are o�cial. It can

also be seen on the back of a one-dollar bill. 

In 1782, the Continental Congress adopted the Great Seal of the United States,

which depicts a bald eagle holding an olive branch in one talon and 13 arrows in

the other. There lies a constellation of 13 stars above the eagle’s head. The arrows

and the olive branch denote the power of peace and war. The back of the Great

Seal displays a pyramid with an eye at the top. The pyramid has 13 steps. The

number 13 represents the 13 original colonies.

The Great Seal symbolizes independence and self-government. It is signi�cant

because it embodies the core values of the United States, including freedom,

strength, and unity. The Great Seal appears on o�cial documents such as

proclamations, warrants, treaties, and commissions of high o�cials of the

Government. Thus, it is a way to mark important documents and events in the

United States.
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What does the bald eagle on the Great Seal hold in its talons, and what do these

symbols represent?

3)

Why is the Great Seal important?5)

What is depicted on the back of the Great Seal, and what do these symbols 

represent?

4)

When was the Great Seal of the United States adopted?2)

What is the Great Seal of the United States?1)
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