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Vasco da Gama: The Pioneering Portuguese Explorer

Explorers

Vasco da Gama, a renowned Portuguese explorer of the

15th century, is often celebrated as one of the most

in�uential �gures in the Age of Exploration. His remarkable

voyages and tenacity in seeking a direct sea route to India

not only reshaped world trade but also expanded the

horizons of European exploration.

 

Vasco da Gama was born around 1460 in Sines, Portugal, into a noble family with a

tradition of service to the Portuguese Crown. His early years were marked by a close

association with the sea, as Portugal was a burgeoning maritime nation at the time.

In his youth, Vasco da Gama witnessed the grandeur of exploration under the

tutelage of his father, who was a royal steward. This early exposure instilled in him a

passion for navigation and exploration.

 

Vasco da Gama's most renowned expedition began in 1497, when he embarked on a

journey that would change the course of history. He was commissioned by King

Manuel I of Portugal to �nd a sea route to India, bypassing the dangerous and costly

land routes dominated by Arab and Venetian merchants. With a �eet of four ships,

including the �agship São Gabriel, Vasco da Gama set sail from Lisbon. This daring

voyage would take him around the southern tip of Africa, a region known as the

Cape of Good Hope, and into the Indian Ocean. 
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The journey was fraught with peril, as the uncharted waters and �erce storms tested

the resilience of Vasco da Gama and his crew. After more than a year of hardship, on

May 20, 1498, they �nally reached the shores of India, landing in the city of Calicut

(locally known as Kozhikode). This historic achievement marked the �rst direct sea 

route from Europe to India, opening up a new era of trade and exploration. 

Vasco da Gama's success in establishing this maritime route to India had

far-reaching consequences. It signi�cantly reduced the cost of importing valuable

spices, silks, and other exotic goods from the East, which were in high demand in

Europe. This newfound access to Asian markets led to the growth of trade and

wealth in Portugal and other European nations. It also ignited a �erce competition

among European powers to establish their presence in the lucrative markets of Asia.

 

Vasco da Gama made subsequent voyages to India, consolidating Portuguese

in�uence in the region and establishing trading outposts along the way. His

expeditions laid the groundwork for the Portuguese colonial empire in Asia, which

would span several centuries. Sadly, Vasco da Gama's later years were marked by

con�icts and challenges, and he passed away in India in 1524.

In conclusion, Vasco da Gama's pioneering spirit and determination to �nd a sea

route to India reshaped the world in important ways. His legacy lives on as a

testament to the power of exploration and the enduring impact of those who dare

to chart new horizons in the pursuit of knowledge and prosperity.

Preview

Become a member to unlock 
unrestricted access to both printable 

and online worksheets.

www.tutoringhour.com



Teaching Resources @ www.tutoringhour.com

Explorers

What did Vasco da Gama's successful voyage to India in 1498 contribute to

European nations?

3)

a)

c)

b)

d)

It led to the discovery of the Americas.

It established Portuguese colonies in Africa.

It reduced the cost of importing Asian goods.

It ignited con�icts between European powers.

What was Vasco da Gama's primary objective during his famous expedition in

1497?

1)

a)

c)

b)

d) 

To explore the coast of Africa

To �nd a direct sea route to India

To establish Portuguese colonies in India

To search for hidden treasures in the Atlantic Ocean

Where did Vasco da Gama and his crew �nally land in India? 2)

a)  Mumbai b)  Calicut (Kozhikode) d)  Colomboc)  Goa

What marked the culmination of Vasco da Gama's expeditions in India?4)

b)

c)

a)

d)

The discovery of new trade routes to China

The colonization of South America

The establishment of the Portuguese colonial empire in Asia

The exploration of the Arctic region

When did Vasco da Gama pass away?5)

b)

c)

a)

d)

In 1460, at the start of his exploration career

In 1492, before embarking on his famous voyage

In 1498, shortly after reaching India

In 1524, during his later years in India
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What were some of the challenges that Vasco da Gama and his crew faced during

their historic voyage to India?

8)

What legacy did Vasco da Gama leave behind in the regions he explored,

particularly in India?

9)

In what ways did Vasco da Gama's expeditions exemplify the spirit of the Age of

Exploration?

10)

Why was !nding a direct sea route to India such a signi!cant goal for Vasco da

Gama and the Portuguese Crown?

6)

How did Vasco da Gama's successful voyage impact the course of European

exploration and colonization?

7)
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